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QD More than Coffee |
CASS VIII 1st Chapter held at Sakleshpur

The Scientific Committee
of Karnataka Planters'
Association held the Coffee
Area Scientific Symposium -
VIIT (CASS VIII), 1st
Chapter, recently at
Sakleshpur.

The symposium was
designed to provide insights
into setting up a new
‘plantation on barren land using
drip irrigation, understanding
the science of drying coffee,
the process of mechanical
drying of coffee and modern

pulping facilities.
1 The field visit, was held at
Srinidhi Plantations, Palya and
the second part of the
symposium comprising the
visit to the pulper and
mechanical drying units and
technical session was held at

Kogravally Estate,

Sakleshpur.

Robusta Coffee, plamed in hedge row pattern in September
2013, ata spacing of 11'x 4', in open conditions of even terrain
like in Brazil. The delegates also walked through 6 Acres of
Chandragiri variety of Arabica Coffee, planted in hedge row
pattern in 2012, at a spacing of 3.5'x7'x10' administered with
drip irrigation. The development of the land and growth of the
plants were commended by all delegates. The use of a spraying
machine, mounted on a mini tractor with trailer, passing through
the working row, with workers using special lances was
demonstrated. Nithin also shared his experiences on bending
Robusta and Arabica stems, collecting rain water, overcoming
challenges of water stagnation and excessive incidence of short
holeborer.





[image: image2.jpg]The Symposium was
inaugurated by Hemanth
Kumar, Joint Director, Coffee
Board, Hassan and 75
| members Pparticipated. The
Symposium was widely
appreciated as it covered
matters relevant to estate
Operations being carried out
currently and many aspects
| thatoffered new learnings. At
‘ Srinidhi Plantations; belonging

to Nithin. K.V, the delegates
witnessed how barren land
could be successfully utilised
to cultivate Arabica Coffee,
Robusta Coffee, Pepper,
Silver Oak and Frujt trees.

When compared to the
areas - surro unding the
plantation, Nithin showcased
the tremendous courage, effort
and commitment deployed in
developing the land
successtully, by planting and
growing 15,000 trees, 36,000
coffeeplantsand frujt trees on

'40acres of hitherto open land.

Atatime when concerns are
mountingregardingﬂqerapidly
changing environment and
deforestation, Srinidhi
Plantions is an outstanding
example of how one can
productively add more areato
the country's green cover.

Nitin K.V, took the
delegates through 24 Acres of
Sln274

manufactured by Spectrum Industries, Mangalore, used for
drying whole/washed coffee beans.

Jeevan Saldanha, Chief] Executive, M/s, Spectrum Industries,
introduced his company and explained the working ofthe dryer,
He shared the price of the various models of dryers and their
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